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Today, the Pather of the Nation
‘Gandhifi' may not be with us,
bue his ideologies live on, Not
Juse India, but the werld over,
his principles are celebrated for
o betror living,

The United Nations™ [nterna-
vonal Day of NonViolence

celebrated on Oct. 2, the birth
date of Mahatima Gaadh, who
Wit oo OF U most sdimdred and
influentinl proponents of nonvio
lence in the modern world

It was established on 15 June
2007 according t n United Na
tions General Assembly resolu
ton. India kmmortalised Bapu'y
idends which not only belped in

giving us our freedom from Bra-
B rube but also gave us a mes
sage for Hie—of peacelul means
ol resstance through non-vio
lenoe

50, while the World observes
this day 1o draw atsention sa glob
al iwues, we ought 1o celebrate
this Natonal public Holiday of
Gondhi Juyantl 05 & day w0 recap

and adage his great principles for
o peacedul existence

Itv relevince has Increased
in today’s times of rampant cor
ruption and needless violonce
to achieve ane's end, The sdea of
“whimsa’ shoukd he fmbibed in o
younger generation who are the
leaders of omorrow, That would
be the Ideal tribute paid to him

Relevance of Mahatma Gandhi today

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, Vivaan Sharma shares his views on the relevance of Gandhi today

W

Vivisan Sharma

In Indla's present day political
culture there are many disturb-
ing developments, Money power,
muscle power, refigion and caste
play crucial role In elections,
Fumily based dynastic politics,
though contrary 1o the idea of de
mocracy, Is prevakent, Corrugtion
is rampant and so is viedence per
petraeed by terrorists, separatisey,
Naxals and religious fanaties. In
the context of such all-pervading
degradation in public lfe Mahat
mir Gandhi becomes relevint us
only his brand of politics can
redeen the sltuation, Whit was
Gandhi's polities and his polic
senl eroed? It was non viokent
sutyagroha.

At the height of non-coopera-
won movesent in 1922, Gandhi
Jearnt on 8ch February that on
Sth Febroary there were distur
bances at ChaunChaura, a village
in Gorakhpor distoier of UPR A
procession in support of non <o
operation was fired upon by the
police inwhich two persons died,
The processionists, nesly 4000
I nmber, retlisted. Polioemen,
after exhwesting all amemunition
they had, wook shelter in the po-
lice outpost. The mob set fire w0
the palice outpost in which twen
ty-two policemen were burnt
alive. Gundhi was shocked and
on the spur of the moment he
withdrew the non-cooperation
movesnent. e declired that In
din was not yee ready for non-co-
operation which necessarily has
w0 be nonwsolent and teuhiul

Fight years later when Gandhi
luunched Salt Satyagraho, he
firse tested whether the coun
try wis ready for a non-viokent
sityigraha, He asked his coun
trymen across the land ro ke

a pledge of independence and
of willingness o hreak laws, |
necessary, but only non-violent-
Ty, He put his lnamed inte follow
e theough vigorous saining in
self-discipline and  endurance,
The historic 220 miles Jong
march from Sabarmats Ashram
10 Dandi, o coastal village in Su
it diserict of Gujmrar, along with
selectod volunteery, to break the
salt law remaing an unparalleled
example of nonviolent civil dis
obedience

In Gandhi's political think
Ing & srong civil sockety was
very tmporsant, For that he re
sorted 10 varlous  constructive
programmes like promotion of
Khadi, removal of untouchabili
ty and rural development, Such
programines became a part of
the freedom movement and pro.
vided committed cadres whom
be trained i the techniques of
satysgraha. In the process so
ciil fabric of the civil society way
strengthened and local leader-
ship developed which was high
ly principled - something totally
missing today,

Gandhi secived for Hindu-Mus
Tim ity all his lfe, [n 1924 he
fasted for 21 days for thae pur
pose. Gandhi sk *1 am striving
10 become the best coment be
tween the two communities, My
Tonging is 1o be able 10 cement the
two with my blood, il necessiury
Bur, before 1 con do so, | must
prove 10 the Musalmans tha |
love them ax well as | Jove Hin
dus. My religlon teaches me 10
love all equally.” That seatement
embodies his idea of secularism,
He was of the view that there was
noneed mseparate religion from
polities. He believed thut both
religion and politics are means
10 werve the people. Foe himthe
core of secularism was treatimg
all religions equally (Sarvadhar
masambhav)

On the eve of independence
there wos widespread coomu
ool harred throughow [ndia
In Noakhuli, o distrier in East
Bengal, there was terrible com.
munal viokenoe, Gandhl - was
appabied and he reolved 1o go
1o Noakhali himself, to stay there

wntilsanity returned - and if nec
ewsary to dle there. From October
1946 to March 1947 he roamed
the villages of Noakhall infusing
courage among those who had
lost hope. In the words of Sud

hir Ghosh, & close assoclate of

Gandhy, “he walked from village
10 village every day. He had dis
carded even his leather sandaly
s 0 sign of aronement for the vi
ence and walked base-foot and
did noe stop for more than one
night in one village. He slept in
eny hue where the villagers gave
Bl ahelter, He ate whatever food
they gave hion.” He did all that
10 drive some semse into those
whom the communal frenzy had
wrned mad

Agmin, the partition violence
wirs & mortal blow 1o Gandhi. tn
Januacy, 1948 Gandhi undertook
buis 18th, the hast, fust, It lasted for
six days, He ended e fast only
after he got specific pledges from
the majority communiry on the

widety of life, property and free
dom of movement for minori
tes, [t was o pledge of friendship
woen communieies, Gandhi
sodd: “To break that friendship
would be o break the nation ™
Even 1oday India s reehng un-
der communal tension and mis
trust, Though there bs no Gand i
around but his message is there
and his well-documented sacri
fices for bringing about commu
nad harmony available for every
ooe 1o rend and understand
Thut is why he is refevant. In the
words of histordan Ramachandea
s respect for odhes
ntimately connece
od with his philosophy of non-vi
obence, He chose to study islamic
and Chelstlnn texts, bringlng w
them the sime open, yet not un
critical, mind that he brought w
Hindu seriprures. In o world rlv
en by Inter rebiglous violenoe and
misunderstonding, Gandhi’s ide
as and example may yet provide a

moderating influence.”

Gandhi understood how i
verse India was. He realized that
ndess there s unity of purpose
amongat the diverse multicudes
of his country, his non-violent
freedom movement would have
no chance of success. He, there

people, the whites and the non
whites

American Civil Rights Move-
ment, lod by Martin Luther Klog
Jr., agalnet rucial discriminacion
in the youthern United Seates
wis 4lso tnspired by Gundhlan
principle of non-viokence. The

foee, idopiod the meth doctrine of  nonvio
od of gemtle persuasion - Authored Jence way used In Fo
:z:zufhn«ll:nkmm \x:hl‘ by: Vivaan h:nl;! Mcln;h I\'ﬂ\lll.'\'ﬂ

pros I o s‘ and o Caechoslovanla
Guather, an American rma of by Vachay Havel w get
journalist, visieed 1o Geade X1, rid of dicatorships
dia in 1938 Speaking Hill Spring and bring democraric
of Gandhi, he sald that International regimes, Nobel Laure
“most suiking  thing School ate Oceavio Paz Lozano
abour Gandhi was his sl thie ndhi's
Inveterate love of com Mumbal movement which was

promise Surely no

o has ever so quickly and east

Iy bt hygones be bygones, Fle has
nohatreds, no resentments; once
asettlement is reached, he coop-
ermtes with enemies as vigorously
s he fought them.”

10 1931 1. R Glorney Bohon, »
British Journalist, based in Indla,
wrote o Gandhi that “whether
or noc you ire 10 be the archi
teer of India’s new constitetion,
your advocicy of the doctrine
of nonviolence as a political
weapan will remaln throughous
history as your greatest contri
bution to the world,”™ Even after
his deuth non-violent resistance
10 arbirary sate power I8 in
vogue, Chipko movesnent o Ut
tarakhond, northern India,
save the forests was launched in
1970's. Chipko volunteers would
T stineding trees so that no one
would dare to cut them,

Struggle against  apartheld
In South Afriea was Inspired by
Gandhi. For some time, the Al
rican Natlonal Congress resort
ed 10 armed sturuggle bue finally
teverted w0 Gandhian method
which resulted In a oegotiated
peace settlement between apart
hesd regime and those who
fought againse it When Nelson
Mandels became the President
of a dem South Afrsen he
followed the Gandiian path of
reconciliation. He appointed o
Truth and Reconcilation Com
mission 10 heal the country and
bring about a reconellintion of irs

ot onee spintual and

political was one of the historical
novelties of the 200h century.”

Gandhs published on Ocwober
25th, 1925 a list of seven deadly
slns from which emanate all the
s of socseties all aver the world
They are
1, Politics without principles
2, Commerce without morabity
3, Wealth withous woek
4, Bducarion withour charncrer
5, Schence without humanity
6, Pleasure without conscience
7. Warship without sacrifice.

Toduy's world seems w have
gone insune and is heading for
self-destruction

When the smrong and mighey
threaten the world with sucle
ur weapons, it i time to revisit
Gandhi's kst of seven sins as that
may belp bunaaity o diiok and
nes nobly
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